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Students pursuing the Primary School Teacher Education Programme take Education as their 
major subject. Prospective subject teachers complete a minor in Teacher’s Pedagogical 
Subject Studies. 
 
1. THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES AND AIMS OF TEACHER EDUCATION 
 
The roots of Finnish-language teacher education reach back 150 years to the time when 
primary school teacher training began at the Jyväskylä Teacher Seminary and subject teacher 
training at the Imperial Alexander University in Helsinki. Whereas in those days teacher 
training was characterised by practicality and a focus on teaching basic civic skills, nowadays 
the emphasis is on a critical and questioning approach, a research-based orientation, the 
diversity of learning environments and internationalism, all combined with the day-to-day 
practical work of the teacher. 
 
The role of teacher education is to train active future makers and experts for work in the 
educational field. The operational culture needed to construct the school of the future will 
result from collaboration between teacher educators and students, collaboration which 
encompasses not only like-mindedness but also conflicting viewpoints and interests. 
Involvement in the on-going discussion over the direction school and teacher education is 
taking is also part of studying to be a teacher. 
 
The task of the Finnish school system is to educate citizens who will take responsibility for 
building a more just world based on sustainable development. For this reason a key question 
is how school motivates individuals to develop habits of mind, such as learning to learn 
skills, creativity, all-round information retrieval skills and metacognition, as well as to adopt 
ways of working including, for example, the ability to act responsibly in different groups. 
 
Working as a teacher requires an elaborate understanding of learning and its prerequisites. 
The expectations of the learning environment and the learner’s needs should fit together in an 
appropriate way, something which can be promoted if the teacher understands the school 
community as a place that facilitates learning and pupil diversity as a teaching resource. 
Central to this is the search for analogy between teacher education and schoolwork: learning 
in teacher education should be guided by the self-same developing and renewing practices 
which students are taught there. In this way the operational culture itself supports learning. 
 
The Teacher Education Department implements a phenomenon-based curriculum: the goal of 
studying is an attempt to understand the phenomena and problems related to learning. This 
requires the ability to combine various scientific theories and authentic viewpoints deriving 
from everyday experiences because the phenomenon of learning cannot be profoundly 
understood from a single viewpoint.  
 
The goal of the Teacher Education Programme is to support students’ professional 
development so that they become autonomous and ethically responsible experts who are able 
to critically analyse and reform the culture of school and education as well as their own 
activities. The goal is to create a strong academic identity and the basis thus formed for 
teachers to contribute to scientific and professional development in their own field. The work 



of a teacher requires both mastery of practical procedures and the ability to justify the choice 
of a particular way of working. At the core of a teacher’s work lies the understanding and 
supporting of a pupil’s and a group’s development. The dialogue between theory and practice 
takes place particularly during teaching practice periods, which offer a holistic view of a 
teacher’s work.  
 
 
The aim of the Teacher Education Programme is to develop the following areas of 
competence: 
 
1. Ethical competence: Students are able to identify and analyse their actions from an ethical 
viewpoint and act in accordance with ethical principles in conflict situations. 
2. Intellectual competence: Students base their actions and professional development on 
scientific thinking. 
3. Communicative and interactional competence: Students are willing and able to act 
collaboratively in interactional situations and groups. Students are capable of and interested 
in listening to another person and capable of communicating in different interactional 
relationships. 
4. Cultural, community and social competence: Students are able to assess the values and 
practices of the community and participate in their development, e.g., being able to see things 
differently, assess and change them. Students identify practices that apply to school and 
education and manifestations of multiculturalism.  
5. Pedagogical competence: Students are able to plan, implement, differentiate, evaluate and 
develop different learning processes. 
6. Aesthetic competence: Students understand human beings as physical beings capable of a 
holistic and multi-sensory experience of their surroundings. They are able to create an 
immediate and previously unspecified aesthetic perception of reality in relation to the 
surrounding world. 
 
 
2. AIMS OF THE CLASS TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
 
2.1. Competence aims of the Bachelor of Education degree programme 

Students completing the Bachelor of Education degree programme: 
• are able to evaluate their own pedagogical competences and understanding and set 

themselves personal learning goals 
• analyse the principles and aims underlying the teaching of various subjects and assign 

a value to them 
• identify different learning processes, their prerequisites and methods of supporting 

them 
• are able to plan, implement and evaluate learning processes, teaching units and 

learning environments 
• identify the social structural conditions affecting teaching and education 
• possess the necessary skills for encountering the individual and group, for evaluating 

group processes and for collegial and multi-professional collaboration.  
 

2.2. Competence aims of the Master of Education degree programme 

 



 
Students completing the Master of Education degree programme: 
 
• will have formed a comprehensive overview of human growth, development and of 

the growing and learning environment, the forms of education and educational 
systems, as well as having constructed a consistent personal philosophy of education 

• are capable of systemically analysing phenomena related to education and schooling 
while integrating different experiential, scientific and practical viewpoints 

• are able to identify, differentiate, solve and evaluate scientific and practical problems 
linked to their own field of expertise, while taking into account the educational, 
ethical and social impacts of the chosen solutions 

• are able to act in order to further the development of their field of activity and to 
constantly pursue the scientific and practical knowledge it requires 

• are capable of planning, implementing and evaluating their teaching both 
independently and as a member of a working community 

• have the skills required for further academic studies. 
 

 
 

3.   STRUCTURE AND CONTENTS OF THE CLASS TEACHER EDUCATION 
DEGREE PROGRAMME 
 
As stated in the Teaching Qualifications Decree 986/1998, official qualification as a class 
(i.e., primary school) teacher requires a Master of Education degree (300 credits), which 
includes multi-disciplinary studies in subjects and cross-curricular themes taught in basic 
education (so-called POM studies, a minimum of 60 credits) as well as Teacher’s 
Pedagogical Studies with relevant teaching practices (a minimum of 60 credits). Apart from a 
compulsory minor consisting of the POM studies block, the degree also includes other 
elective minor subjects offered by the Faculty of Education or other faculties, as well as 
language and communication studies. Depending on the extent of the minor studies, the 
degree can also include qualification as a subject teacher in basic education or as a special 
needs (primary school) teacher. Students completing the Master of Education degree are 
eligible for postgraduate studies. The languages of instruction can be Finnish and English. 
Within the Teacher Education programme the development of internationalisation and 
working life skills forms an integral part of the operational culture of the curriculum and of 
the authentic phenomena studied. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



STRUCTURE AND CONTENTS OF THE CLASS TEACHER EDUCATION DEGREE 
(300 credits) 

BACHELOR OF 
EDUCATION DEGREE 
180 credits 

 MASTER OF EDUCATION 
DEGREE 
120 credits 

Education studies 63 cr  Education studies 80 cr 
Basic studies 25 cr Subject studies 38 cr Advanced studies 80 cr 
KTKP050 Interaction and 
cooperation 5 cr* 
 
 
 
 
KTKP010 Learning and 
guidance 
5 cr* 
 
KTKP020 Education, society and 
change 5 cr* 
 
KTKP040 Scientific thinking 
and knowledge 5 cr* 
 
KTKP030 Competence and 
expertise (Teaching Practice 1) 5 
cr* 

OKLA215 Interaction and learning 
6 cr* 
 
 
 
 
OKLA315 The working 
community and society 5 cr 
 
KTK0006 Educational 
administration studies 1 cr* 
 
OKLA615 Constructing scientific 
knowledge: Qualitative research 
methods 5 cr 
 
OKLA616 Constructing scientific 
knowledge: Quantitative research 
methods 
5 cr 
 
OKLA620 Proseminar and 
Bachelor’s thesis 10 cr (and 
Maturity Test) 
 
OKLA516 Competence and 
expertise (Teaching Practice 2) 6 
cr* 

OKLS215 Advanced
phenomenon studies 1:
The individual, group phenomena
and learning 8 (4 + 4 cr)

 
 
OKLS315 Advanced
phenomenon studies 2: The
school community and society 
6 cr*
 
OKLS420 Advanced
phenomenon studies 3:
Independent work unit 7 cr
 
OKLS615 Research methods 
3 cr 
 
OKLS635 Thesis seminar 1 and 
OKLS636 Thesis seminar 2 
10 cr (5 + 5) 
 
 
OKLS640 Master’s thesis 30 cr 
(and OKLS641 Maturity Test) 
 
OKLS535 Competence and 
expertise (Teaching Practice 3  
8 cr and OKLS545 Teaching 
Practice 4 8 cr) 
16 cr* 

Multi-disciplinary studies in 
subjects and cross-curricular 
thematic modules taught in 
basic education (POM studies) 
60 cr 

  

Elective studies 12 cr   
Minor  subject studies 25 cr  35 cr 
Language and communication 
studies 20 cr 

 5 cr 

 
* = ped = Teacher’s Pedagogical Studies 60 cr 



PHENOMENA STUDIED AND INVESTIGATED IN TEACHER 
EDUCATION  
 
Teacher education studies in both the class teacher and subject teacher degree programmes 
are structured around five phenomena: 
 
Interaction and cooperation 
 
Interaction is a phenomenon where people are observed in relationship to each other. It is 
bound up in many ways with training in the field of education and the educational expertise 
thus constructed: (1) as competence, (2) as involvement and as participation, and also (3) as 
spaces of encounter. In investigating the phenomenon these perspectives overlap and 
complement each other. The phenomenon is examined in the formal and informal learning 
environments of childhood, adolescence and adulthood. Information and communication 
technology (ICT) is of central importance in the various dimensions of the phenomenon. 
 
As a competence, interaction and cooperation examines the knowledge, skills and attitudes 
involved in interactional relations that a person needs in order to promote learning, growth 
and development, change and well-being, both in individuals and communities. Interactional 
and cooperative competence is the ability to interact with children, adolescents and adults in 
an educational and counselling relationship. In addition, it is the ability to act as an expert and 
partner together with the family, working community and multi-professional network. 
Competence is manifested as the ability to observe, listen, provide and receive feedback, as 
emotional skills, as the capacity to express oneself and use multichannelled communication. 
 
Interaction and cooperation as participation and involvement examines encounter and non-
encounter as well as dialogicality and monovocality and the tensions existing between them. 
In examining the phenomenon, the key issues are the motives, means, modes and strategies 
that manifest, construct or erode the relationship to others. A further central aspect of 
involvement and participation is the investigation and understanding of how the relationship 
between individual and group, group dynamics and sense of community (for example, 
learning together) are constructed. 
 
Spaces of encounter are concrete and physical, abstract and invisible, as well as virtual 
spaces. Here the examination of the phenomenon of interaction and cooperation takes 
account of the cultural prerequisites of encountering,  for example, values, norms and 
customs. The examination also covers the processes and regularities that define the nature 
and dynamics of relationships specific to the educational professions (for example, 
relationships of responsibility and power, shared construction of knowledge). 
 
Learning and guidance 
 
Learning and guidance make up a multi-layered phenomenon entity that can be
analysed in a variety of ways. The starting point is the diversity of learners and learning
processes, one consequence of which is the complex nature of learning. Learning can be
examined at the level of the individual, community and society, and in their reciprocal
interaction. Conceptions of humanity, knowledge and learning are important in understanding
the nature of learning. They bind the examination of learning to deeper philosophical precepts
and guide practice in seeking pedagogical solutions, one example of which is the emphasis
placed on inclusivity in modern-day education and schooling.



 
Learning is context-bound, life-long, life-wide, formal or informal. People learn in different 
environments, for example at home, in day-care, at school, at work and in their hobbies and 
pastimes. The ability to identify and distinguish learning environments is necessary for an 
understanding of the nature of learning and for constructing unimpeded learning 
environments. 
 
Guidance for growth and learning is built on recognising and paying heed to the learners’ 
stage of development and their individual characteristics, as well as analyses of the learning 
environment. Learning and guidance processes can be analysed using a multiplicity of 
pedagogical concepts and  theories. These are also bound up with curriculum thinking and the 
educator’s personal theory-in-use. Promoting learning, participation and well-being require 
skilled differentiation and evaluation, and the ability to make use of the diverse range of 
guidance methods available. An educational expert should also be familiar with the systems 
of life-long and life-wide guidance, which include, for example, pupil guidance, vocational 
guidance and life-long career guidance. 
 
Learning is bound up with the societal roles of education and schooling: ensuring the 
continuity and transformation of culture and communities. In this sense schooling and 
education are also political issues. Defining a society’s schooling policy and drafting the 
national curricula tied to that policy is a power struggle and interest-based negotiation. 
 
Education, society and change 
 
The ’Education, society and change’ phenomenon study block investigates the changing
practices and structures in society which create the opportunities and set the limits for
education, schooling and, more broadly, the entire socialization process. Education and
schooling perpetuate and reproduce society, nevertheless simultaneously renewing it –
tradition creates an underlying tension between permanence and change. For this reason
education and schooling are examined from the viewpoint of temporality, which opens them
up to past, present and future perspectives. Education and schooling practices are also bound
up with the prevailing socio-historical situation, culture, politics, ideologies and power
structures. These determine the social and structural parameters for education. In addition to
these questions this phenomenon block will also consider questions of social justice, in-
clusion, equality, diversity, otherness and increasing inequity.
 
The research topics in the ’Education, society and change’ phenomenon block are the am-
bivalent phenomena related to: childhood, adolescence and adulthood; education,
schooling and socialization; society and working life; and social and cultural change.
Attention will be directed to the changes that have taken place in childhood, adolescence and
the family, i.e., the diversification of family forms, the institutionalisation of education and
human lifeways, the strengthening of children’s and young people’s rights, and the
proliferation of learning environments.
 
The starting point is the examination of childhood, adolescence and adulthood as a historical, 
social and cultural construct. This means that education and schooling at various ages are 
seen as bound up with changes in politics, culture and working life, with conditions 
determining active citizenship and social participation, and with opportunities for adult 
education and life-long learning. Change is manifested as the modernization of society in its 
various forms, such as individualisation and globalisation, differentiation of life styles and 



values and increasing freedom of choice. These changes and the phenomena related to them 
will be examined, elaborated and problematised using an investigative and enquiring 
approach. 
 
Scientific thinking and knowledge 
 
Scientific knowledge is an essential part of expertise, especially in the academic professions. 
The construction of scientific knowledge has been examined in, for example, epistemology,  
in research carried out into scientific thinking and more generally into higher education 
teaching and learning, as well as in adult cognitive development research. This phenomenon 
thus covers the topics of psychic and social development, learning in adulthood, scientific 
thinking, the nature of scientific knowledge as well as professional ethics and good scientific 
practice. Educational science is examined as a scientific field in relation to other scientific 
fields.  
 
Utilising problems emerging in practical use students will learn to formulate theoretical 
questions for investigation and so construct research-based knowledge. They will also learn 
to critically evaluate and interpret their observations and to investigate different phenomena 
themselves while adhering to the principles of research. 
 
Competence and expertise 
 
Expertise is a multifaceted phenomenon and as such it has been investigated from the 
perspective of many scientific fields, such as psychology, sociology and philosophy. In 
psychology-oriented research expertise has been examined particularly as the development of 
a high level of competence, whereas approaches with a social science orientation have 
focused on expertise as a communal and social phenomenon. The philosophical viewpoint, 
for its part, has been interested, for example, in the question of the nature of expertise and 
expert knowledge and action-related ethics. Examples of themes dealing with expertise and 
its development include learning at the interfaces of school and working life, learning in 
different communities and networks, professional identity and agency as well as managing 
and developing organisations. Study of these themes is linked to the development of students’ 
own educational expertise. The construction of educational expertise is a process that 
continues throughout a student’s studies and entire professional life. 
 
During their studies students will be supported in the development and growth of their self-
knowledge towards ethically sustainable educational agency. Students will consider, develop 
and direct their own expertise in the field of education. An individual’s own way of being an 
expert develops by becoming aware of his or her own values, attitudes, feelings, interests and 
the principles directing his or her actions. In addition, students will become aware that 
expertise in the field of education does not develop in a vacuum, but rather that it is 
constructed socially, and that professional activity is determined by various limiting 
conditions such as laws, statutes and curricula. 
 

BACHELOR OF EDUCATION DEGREE: STUDY MODULES AND 
CREDITS 

LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION STUDIES, INTRODUCTORY 
STUDIES 



  
Credits: 20  

The Bachelor of Education degree includes 20 credits of introductory studies as well as 
language and communication studies for all students in the Faculty of Education.  

INTRODUCTION TO UNIVERSITY STUDIES AND DRAWING UP A N 
INDIVIDUAL STUDY PLAN (HOPS) 
On completion of this study module students will be 

• oriented to the university environment 
• able to integrate into the university community and commit themselves to university 

studies 
• able to draw up an individual study plan (eHops) 
• familiar with the study and welfare services offered by the university 
• aware of the skills and methods involved in university study 

 
 
INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 
On completion of this study module students will be able to 

• define the sub-sectors of the educational sciences and the focuses of their research 
• identify the points of convergence of educational sciences and other related sciences 
• examine topical education discussion using the basic concepts of educational science 

 
 
INTERACTIONAL COMPETENCE IN THE EDUCATIONAL FIELD 1  
On completion of this study module students will 

• understand the significance of interaction in studying in the educational field and in 
carrying out expert tasks 

• be able to analyse the meaning and forms of communication and interaction in the 
educational and academic community 

• have developed their competence as both consumers and producers of scientific texts  
• have acquired those basic skills of scientific communication that they can utilise in 

their university studies 
• understand the necessity of conventions in scientific discussion and writing for the 

scientific community to function 
 
 
SWEDISH FOR EDUCATIONALISTS / WRITTEN, SPOKEN 
On completion of this study module students will 

• be able to communicate understandably and naturally on topics related to their own 
field 

• take part in interaction in familiar situations and take the initiative 
• have a good command of the vocabulary in their own field and in everyday usage 
• understand both general and field-specific spoken Swedish 
• be able to produce consistent and understandable written text in their own field 
• learn to make use of linguistic and content resources, such as dictionaries, grammars 

and the Internet 
 



 
ACADEMIC READING AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS  
On completion of this study module participants are expected to 

• select and apply strategies in different reading, speaking and listening situations, 
distinguishing between formal and informal situations in academic and workplace 
contexts 

• work purposefully in groups, negotiating and building on the contributions of others 
to complete tasks 

• present information clearly and persuasively to others 
• locate and retrieve information in their field from a variety of resources (e.g. libraries 

catalogues, databases, Internet) 
• identify the purposes of texts, analysing and evaluating how writers structure and 

organise ideas to shape meaning for particular audiences and readers 
• compare and summarise information from different texts and use it to form their own 

ideas, arguments and opinions 
• use dictionaries and online tools critically for developing their vocabulary and field-

specific vocabulary 
• be aware of different cultural norms and communication styles that may lead to 

misunderstanding or conflict 
 
 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
On completion of this study module students will 

• be able to make use of the IT services and utility programs made available by the 
university 

• be able to use cloud services when working alone and cooperating with others 
• be able to make ethical use of ICT as a student and as an educational expert 
• understand the importance of ICT in expert tasks in the educational field and be able 

to use various ICT applications 
• have a mastery of the basics of information retrieval 

 
 
INTRODUCTION TO STATISTICAL RESEARCH 
On completion of this study module students will be able to 

• describe the aims and basic concepts of statistical research 
• recognise different statistical research designs and the methods they use 
• identify the methods used for data collection and measurement in statistical research 

 
 
BASIC STUDIES IN EDUCATION 
 
Credits: 25 
Competence aims: On completion of Basic Studies in Education students will: 

• have a clear conception of pedagogical phenomena from different theoretical and 
practical viewpoints 

• identify their experiences, conceptions, feelings and modes of action in interaction 
• be able to explore the construction of expertise in the educational field 



• be able to analyse educational phenomena scientifically 
 

INTERACTION AND COOPERATION   
 
Competence aims: 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• observe different interactional situations, distinguish them from selected viewpoints 
and examine the feelings aroused by them in themselves 

• listen to others and express themselves understandably 
• examine the individual as a group member and the construction of the group’s 

dynamics and sense of community  
• apply their interactional understanding and skills in conflict situations 

 

LEARNING AND GUIDANCE (*ped) 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• examine life-long learning and guidance in various situations and consider their own 
experiences of them with the help of scientific concepts 

• identify central viewpoints in scientific research on the study of learning (different 
conceptions of learning, their ideas and pedagogical consequences) 

• see the breadth and multiplicity of learning environments 
• examine learning environments and processes from the learner’s viewpoint 
• analyse the principles and practices of differentiated teaching 
• use different learning assessment methods  

 

 
EDUCATION, SOCIETY AND CHANGE (*ped) 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• recognise how education manifests itself, on the one hand, as a component of social 
structures and practices and, on the other, as a force changing these structures and 
practices 

• examine the cultural, economic, political and social phenomena associated with the 
socialisation process, as well as educational and training institutions, by making use 
of concepts and theories in educational sociology 

• identify the social phenomena related to childhood, adolescence and adulthood, and 
the changes that have taken or are taking place in them 

 
 
SCIENTIFIC THINKING AND KNOWLEDGE (*ped) 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• identify the principles underlying everyday thinking and scientific thinking and the 
differences between them  

• examine basic epistemological and gnoseological assumptions underlying research 
studies 

• evaluate their own beliefs about knowledge and reality 
• describe the main methodological lines and various research methods involved in 

educational research 



• pick out the central information from research studies and interpret it 
• construct their own expertise on the basis of research studies and carrying out 

research 
 
 
COMPETENCE AND EXPERTISE: TEACHING PRACTICE 1 (*ped) 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• identify their own role as active constructors of expertise 
• reflect on their own experiences and identify their own modes of observation and 

activity 
• identify and evaluate established and self-evident practices in a school’s working 

culture as well as the relationship of these to learning 
 
 

SUBJECT STUDIES IN EDUCATION 
 

Credits: 38 
Competence aims: On completion of Subject Studies in Education students will: 

• be able to evaluate their own pedagogical competence and understanding and set 
themselves personal learning goals 

• identify the key features of the learner and learning environment, the risks and 
available support that affect learning and motivation as well as the social and 
structural conditions that apply to teaching and education 

• possess the skills needed for encountering an individual and a group, for evaluating 
group processes and for taking part in collegial and multi-professional collaboration 

• be able to plan, implement and evaluate learning processes and teaching blocks 
• be able to carry out and report a small-scale educational research study 

 
 
INTERACTION AND LEARNING (*ped) 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• integrate their experiences and understandings into the study of interaction and 
learning 

• investigate interactional and learning phenomena and analyse them using theoretical 
concepts 

 
 
THE WORKING COMMUNITY AND SOCIETY 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• integrate their experiences and understandings into the study of the working 
community and service system 

• investigate phenomena of the working community and society and analyse them using 
theoretical concepts 

 
 
STUDIES IN EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• describe legislation related to school and training 



• apply the legislation relevant to the teaching position corresponding to their own level 
of education 

• use the Finlex program 
 

 
CONSTRUCTING SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE: QUALITATIVE 
RESEARCH METHODS 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• describe the main epistemological starting points and characteristics of qualitative 
research and the basic principles determining the course of the research process  

• collect qualitative research data and analyse it 
• identify the various approaches in qualitative research  
• observe the ethical principles that apply to research 

 
 
CONSTRUCTING SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE: QUANTITATIVE 
RESEARCH METHODS 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• draw up a research plan in accordance with the principles and practices of quantitative 
research 

• collect numeric research data, present and report it using descriptive statistical 
methods 

• observe the ethical principles that apply to research 
 
 
PROSEMINAR AND BACHELOR’S THESIS 
 
Thesis studies consist of studying in small groups and independent work. The guidance and 
supervision included in these studies is intended to support the student in producing the 
Bachelor’s thesis or proseminar study. Students are recommended and encouraged to choose 
the topic of their Bachelor’s thesis from among the Faculty of Education’s areas of strength 
or on-going research projects (https://www.jyu.fi/edu/tutkimus). 
 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• locate and use scientific literature related to their research topic 
• understand the course of the research process and the stages in carrying out research 
• apply the methods of scientific research in collecting and analysing data 
• carry out a small-scale scientific study 
• report the results of their research according to the principles of scientific 

communication 
• justify their own choices and evaluate the choices made by others in scientific 

discussion 
 
 
 
MATURITY TEST (for students majoring in Education t o fulfil Bachelor’s 
degree requirements) (0 cr) 
In the Maturity Test students demonstrate: 



• that they are familiar with the subject area of their Bachelor’s thesis 
• that they are capable of independently producing an essay-style piece of writing 
• command of Finnish and Swedish and excellent language skills 
• that they have a mastery of the basic structure, academic writing style, conventions of 

their own field and correct usage appropriate to expert texts, as well as the ability to 
produce reflective and consistent written text 

 
 
COMPETENCE AND EXPERTISE: TEACHING PRACTICE 2 (*ped) 
On completion of this study module, students will 

• be able to plan, implement and evaluate teaching blocks that are more extensive than 
single learning situations 

• understand the planning of teaching as a process in which the goals set in the 
curriculum are examined and interpreted from various viewpoints 

• be able, in the planning and implementation of teaching, to take into account pupils’ 
learning prerequisites, experiences and interests 

• envisage different goals and implementations for their teaching and be able to make a 
justified choice from among these alternatives 

 
 

 
MULTIDISCIPLINARY SCHOOL-SUBJECT STUDIES AND CROSS-
CURRICULAR THEMATIC MODULES (POM STUDIES)  
 
Credits: 60 
Competence aims: On completion of this study module, students will 

• be aware of their own attitudes to various school subjects and be capable of 
examining them critically 

• recognise the significance of school subjects and their contents from the viewpoint of 
a child’s growth and well-being 

• understand the opportunities and challenges that inclusive education and 
multiculturalism bring to learning and teaching  

• recognise the distinctive character of subjects and their contents and be able at the 
same time to examine and analyse phenomena across subject boundaries  

• be able to distinguish the pedagogic culture of school subjects and the different 
linkages, e.g., ideological and political, related to the diverse range of school subjects  

• be able to plan and implement teaching and evaluate learning in various school 
subjects and cross-curricular thematic modules in classes 1-6 and in the various 
content areas of preschool education  

 
Structure of studies: Studies consist of general introductory and closing seminars, core and 
applied sections in the various subjects, as well as a module dealing with integrated cross-
curricular themes. The core sections dealing with school subjects and subject groups will 
concentrate on those themes, contents and phenomena that are particular to each subject. The 
applied section for each subject or subject group will be studied in conjunction with other 
subjects, subject groups, education studies, teaching practices and thesis studies. Fuller 
details of how this cooperation will take place are given in the annual teaching programme. In 
the integrated cross-curricular theme study module students will study the thematic learning 
units outlined in the National Core Curriculum for Basic Education. 



Method of study and assessment: The ’method of study’ section explains the basis of 
assessment for each study module. Assessment for the study modules will be based on 
attainment of the competence specified in the module goals and on course participation. 
 
 
POM11JO Introduction to multidisciplinary studies 4 cr 
Core section study modules: 29 cr 

- Finnish language and literature 3 cr 
- History and social studies 2 cr 
- Religion and ethics 2 cr 
- Art 3 cr 
- Physical and health education 4 cr 
- Mathematics  3 cr 
- Music 3 cr 
- Technology education and technical handicraft 2 cr 
- Handicraft education and textile handicraft 2 cr 
- Environmental and natural science 5 cr 

 

Applied section study modules:  22 cr 
- Finnish language and literature 3 cr 
- History and social studies 2 cr 
- Religion and ethics 2 cr 
- Art 2 cr 
- Physical and health education 2 cr 
- Mathematics  2 cr 
- Music 2 cr 
- Technology education and technical handicraft 2 cr 
- Handicraft education and textile handicraft 2 cr 
- Environmental and natural science 3 cr 

 

Integrated cross-curricular thematic modules 4 cr 
Multidisciplinary studies closing seminar 1 cr 
POM studies total 60 cr 
 
 
ADVANCED STUDIES IN EDUCATION 
 
Credits: 80 
Competence aims: On completion of Advanced Studies in Education students will: 

• have formed an overall picture of human growth, development, and learning and 
growth environments, modes of education and school systems, and formed their own 
consistent educational philosophy 

• be able to recognise, specify, solve and evaluate scientific and practical problems 
related to their own area of expertise with due regard for the educational, ethical and 
social impact of the solutions  

• be able through their actions to develop their field of activity and continue to acquire 
the scientific and practical knowledge necessary in their field  

• be capable of planning, implementing and evaluating teaching both independently and 
as a member of a working community 

• have the necessary skills to undertake further scientific studies 



ADVANCED PHENOMENON STUDIES 1: THE INDIVIDUAL, GROUP 
PHENOMENA AND LEARNING
On completion of this study module students will be able to

• integrate their experiences and understandings into researching individual and group-
level teaching and learning phenomena

• investigate the phenomenon of their choice and analyse it with the help of theoretical
concepts

 
ADVANCED PHENOMENON STUDIES 2: THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
AND SOCIETY (*ped)
On completion of this study module students will be able to

• integrate their experiences and understandings into researching the phenomenon of
their choice related to the school community and society

• investigate the phenomenon of their choice and analyse it with the help of theoretical
concepts

 
ADVANCED PHENOMENON STUDIES 3: INDEPENDENT WORK
MODULE
On completion of this study module students will be able to

• make use in their actions of the knowledge and skills in their chosen area
 
RESEARCH METHODS 
On completion of this study module students will be able to 

• present reasons for their choice of methodological approach 
• apply the principles of their chosen approaches in their own research  
• show due regard to research-related ethical issues in their own research  

 
 
Master’s thesis studies (40 cr) 
Thesis studies are made up of small-group studying and independent working. The guidance 
and supervision included in these studies is intended to support the student in completing the 
Master’s thesis (Finnish: pro gradu). Students are recommended and encouraged to choose 
the topic of their Master’s thesis from among the Faculty of Education’s areas of strength or 
on-going research projects (https://www.jyu.fi/edu/tutkimus). Students’ progress with the 
thesis is helped if they concentrate their content studies in line with such areas of strength and 
time their research methodology studies to coincide with thesis seminars. 
 

 
OKLS635 THESIS SEMINAR 1 
On completion of this study module students will be able to 

• independently retrieve information relevant to the phenomenon they are researching 
• limit the phenomenon under investigation and define the theoretical and conceptual 

starting points of their thesis 
• define and present their research questions or problems so that their thesis falls within 

the faculty’s areas of strength 
• draw up a research plan 
• participate in scientific discussion and argumentation 



 
OKLS635 THESIS SEMINAR 2 
On completion of this study module students will be able to 

• complete an empirical or theoretical thesis study 
• produce a written report of the study 
• participate in scientific discussion 

 
 

MASTER’S THESIS 
On completion of this study module students will 

• be capable of producing, individually or as pair work, an empirical or theoretical 
research study on a subject in the educational sciences 

• have the skills required for scientific thinking, applying research methods and 
scientific communication  
 

 
MATURITY TEST (for students majoring in Education t o fulfil Master’s 
degree requirements) (0 cr) 
In the Maturity Test students demonstrate: 

• that they have a thorough grasp of the content areas of their Master’s thesis and are 
able to present them concisely 

• that they have mastery of the basic structure of a research study abstract and of 
academic writing style 

 
COMPETENCE AND EXPERTISE: TEACHING PRACTICE 3 
Supervising and evaluating learning (*ped)    
On completion of this study module students will be able to 

• plan, implement and evaluate extensive learning modules 
• justify their pedagogical choices in terms of the school’s educational and didactic 

goals  
• visualise and manage different learning processes and support different learners 
• evaluate learning at different stages of the learning process using appropriate 

means 
 
 
 
COMPETENCE AND EXPERTISE: TEACHING PRACTICE 4 
The school community and society (*ped) 
On completion of this study module students will 

• understand the freedoms and obligations of the teaching profession in relation to the 
school community and society  

• be able to act professionally in the working community, in home-school relationships 
and in multi-professional collaboration 

• be able to work in accordance with the professional ethics of the teacher 
• be able to justify their actions as teachers in terms of theoretical knowledge relevant 

to education and teaching 
• have the skills to assume overall responsibility for the work of a class teacher 

 



MINOR SUBJECT STUDIES IN THE TEACHER EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 
 

BASIC STUDIES IN PRE- AND INITIAL EDUCATION  

Credits: 25  
Aim:  On completion of this study module, students will  

• be able to implement a child-oriented pedagogy in pre-school classes and in initial 
teaching in classes 1-2  

• be familiar with the main factors affecting the development and learning of children 
of pre-school and primary age 

• be able to evaluate and support the learning aptitude, learning progress and working 
skills of children of pre-school and primary age  

• be able to guide and supervise the development of pre-school and primary age 
children’s reading and writing skills as well as their mathematical skills  

• be able to participate in the development of pre- and initial education in their working 
community 

BASIC STUDIES IN ART 

Credits: 25 
Competence aims: On completion of this study module students will 

• understand the significance of pictorial expression in a child’s learning 
• be familiar with the various means of expression and working methods in art and 

pictorial culture 
• have a thorough understanding of the content areas of art as a school subject and be 

able to implement art teaching in classes 1-6 of the basic school 
• be capable of cooperating in their working community in developing art education 

 

BASIC STUDIES IN MUSIC EDUCATION FOR CLASS TEACHERS  
 
Credits: 30 
Aim:  On completion of Basic Studies in Music Education, students will  

•  have the basic skills for playing the main instruments used in their teaching 
• be able to identify the strong points and development challenges in their own music 

teacherhood and justify their actions as music teachers 
• be familiar with the various trends in music education, be able to organise diverse and 

varied learning situations and devise suitable learning material for different groups 
• be able to evaluate the relationship between the musical and contextual factors 

affecting music cultures 
• be able to apply music technology in describing music with the help of notation 
• be able to make appropriate and meaningful use of working methods  
• be able to supervise and conduct a choir and school orchestra  
• comply with the ethical principles and agreed guidelines related to studying 

 
 



MINOR STUDIES IN FINNISH AND LITERATURE 

Credits: 25 
Competence aims: On completion of this study module, students will  

• have deepened their knowledge of the multifaceted nature of this subject  
• discern the connections between the contents of the subject and be able to combine 

them into appropriate learning entities  
• have deepened their understanding of multiliteracy  
• be capable of developing the skills of reading, writing, speech communication and 

interaction (multiliteracy) in different multimodal learning environments in response 
to future and community needs 

• be capable of developing their pupils’ linguistic awareness in various school subjects 
and in situations involving multilingual and multicultural interaction 

  

BASIC STUDIES IN TEXTILE HANDICRAFT 

Credits: 25 
Competence aims: On completion of this study module, students will  

• have a wide-ranging understanding of handicraft  
• be capable of independently planning, implementing and evaluating the making of 

textile handicraft products 
• be able to apply textile handicraft knowledge and skills  
• take active responsibility for developing their handicraft skills and be able to add to 

their knowledge and skills independently  
• perceive themselves as experts and teachers in handicraft science 

 
 

BASIC STUDIES IN TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION AND TECHNICAL  
HANDICRAFT 
 
Credits: 25 
Competence aims: On completion of this study module, students will  

•    have the ability to critically examine prevailing school practices in technology 
education and technical handicraft and revise their teaching in response to future 
challenges 

• possess the skills to work as a pedagogical expert and as a teacher responsible for 
both subject mastery and work safety at school 

• have wide-ranging know-how in the subject area and mastery of the fundamentals of 
planning holistic teaching 

• be aware of the interdependencies between social changes and technology education 
and be able to plan and implement teaching for heterogeneous teaching groups 

 
 
BASIC STUDIES IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Credits: 25 



Competence aims: On completion of this study module, students will  
• know the foundations of physical motor development and the learning of a motor skill  
• know the special didactic features of physical education guidance 
• understand the impact of physical exercise from the viewpoint of the individual and 

society  
• have mastery of the key skills and knowledge related to physical exercise that are 

required in various operating environments and be able to apply them in physical 
education guidance processes according to the needs of the individual and the group 

• be able to plan, implement and evaluate physical education in the primary school 
effectively and purposefully 

 
 
JULIET CURRICULUM  
 
Credits: 25 + 10 
Competence aims: 
The JULIET programme specialises in the teaching and learning of English as a foreign 
language (FL) and content and language integrated learning (CLIL) education in classes 1-6. 
On completion of the JULIET programme participants should be able to work independently 
and collaboratively in the development of FL/CLIL units of work, teaching-learning activities 
and materials drawing on a broad-based expertise in the theory and practice of FL education.  
 
Specifically on completion of the JULIET programme participants should be able to: 
� Ethical competence – recognise and analyse their actions from an ethical perspective and 

to act responsibly in accordance with ethical principles even within challenging contexts. 
This includes being able to address the needs of learners from different cultural, learning 
and linguistic backgrounds. 

� Intellectual competence – use their understanding of educational theories regarding FL 
use and development to act appropriately. The JULIET programme also aims to support 
the innovative professional development of teachers beyond initial teacher education.  

� Interactional competence – able to communicate well and to work with different 
stakeholders and partners involved in the FL education of a child in the lower school. 

� Cultural/societal/community competence  – be aware of and able to responsibly act 
with regard to the wider societal and cultural issues of particular relevance to FL/CLIL 
contexts. The JULIET programme aims to encourage positive engagement with diversity 
both within and beyond the classroom, recognizing ‘otherness’ as well as ‘insideness’ as 
strengths and pedagogical resources. 

� Pedagogical competence - plan, implement and evaluate FL syllabi, units of work, 
lessons and materials for a wide range of pupils and learning processes. The JULIET 
programme particularly aims to support the pedagogical development of FL teachers for 
the lower school recognising the particular demands of foreign-language mediated 
teaching and learning.   

� Aesthetic competence  - recognise and responsibly respond to the wider context of FL 
development within and beyond the FL classroom. The JULIET programme strives to 
support the innovative development of FL teachers invested in the development of a safe, 
rich learning environment for pupils, able to work with and alongside a broad variety of 
partners, interested and invested in the on-going development of good practice and 
understanding in FL education.  



BASIC STUDIES IN DRAMA EDUCATION  

Credits: 25 
Aim:  On completion of this study module, students will 

• be familiar with the theoretical foundations of drama education both in communal and 
individual learning processes  

• have an overview of the field of drama education research   
• be able to justify drama as an art form 
• be able to justify and reflect on their actions and growth as drama teachers  
• be able to teach presentational and applied drama in different learning environments 

and contexts  
 
  
SUBJECT TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
 
SUBJECT TEACHER’S BASIC PEDAGOGICAL STUDIES 
 
Credits: 25 
Basic studies competence aims: On completion of this study module, students will 

• perceive pedagogical phenomena from different theoretical and practical perspectives  
• identify their experiences, conceptions, feelings and working habits in interaction  
• be able to examine the construction of expertise in the educational field 
• be able to analyse educational phenomena scientifically  

 
 
INTERACTION AND COOPERATION 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• observe different interactional situations, analyse them from selected viewpoints and 
examine the feelings aroused by them in themselves 

• listen to others and express themselves understandably 
• examine the individual as a group member and the construction of the group’s 

dynamics and sense of community  
• apply their understanding and interactional skills in conflict situations 

 

LEARNING AND GUIDANCE 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• examine life-long learning and guidance in various situations and consider their own 
experiences with the help of scientific concepts 

• identify central viewpoints in scientific research on the study of learning (different 
conceptions of learning with their ideas and pedagogical consequences) 

• see the breadth and multiplicity of learning environments 
• examine learning environments and processes from the learner’s viewpoint 
• analyse the principles and practices of differentiated teaching 
• use different methods for the assessment of learning 

 

 



 
EDUCATION, SOCIETY AND CHANGE 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• recognise how education manifests itself, on the one hand, as a component of social 
structures and practices and, on the other, as a force changing these structures and 
practices 

• examine the cultural, economic, political and social phenomena associated with the 
socialisation process, as well as educational and training institutions, by making use 
of concepts and theories in educational sociology 

• identify the social phenomena related to childhood, adolescence and adulthood, and 
the changes that have taken or are taking place in them 

 
 
SCIENTIFIC THINKING AND KNOWLEDGE 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• identify the principles underlying everyday thinking and scientific thinking and the 
differences between them  

• examine the basic epistemological and gnoseological assumptions underlying research 
• evaluate their own beliefs about knowledge and reality 
• describe the main methodological lines and various research methods involved in 

educational research 
• pick out the central information from research studies and interpret it 
• construct their own expertise on the basis of research studies and doing research 

 
 
COMPETENCE AND EXPERTISE: TEACHING PRACTICE 1  
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• observe and analyse the activities, learning environment and pupil diversity within the 
classroom community from the viewpoint of both learning and teaching 

• reflect on their own experiences and identify their own modes of observation and 
activity 

• recognise the particular pedagogical features involved in learning their own subject 
• plan and implement learning situations 
• set themselves development goals as educators and teachers 

 
 
 
SUBJECT PEDAGOGICAL STUDIES FOR SUBJECT TEACHERS  
Credits: 35 
Subject studies competence aims: On completion of these studies, students will 

• have the skills to evaluate their own pedagogical competence and understanding and 
to set themselves personal learning goals  

• identify the key characteristics of the learner and learning environment, the risks and 
available support that affect learning and motivation as well as the social and 
structural conditions attached to learning and education  

• have the skills needed for encountering an individual and a group, for evaluating 
group processes and for collegial and multi-professional collaboration  

• be able to plan, implement and evaluate learning processes and teaching blocks 



• be able to carry out and report a small-scale educational research study 
 
INTERACTION AND COOPERATION 2 
On completion of this study module, students will 

• have deepened their understanding of themselves as interactors and be able to apply 
interactional and problem solving skills related to different encounters 

• be aware of the relationships of interaction and emotional life to learning 
• recognise and deal with the ethical phenomena involved in interactional relationships 

between teacher and pupil and between the group and school community 
• be able to specify and analyse group processes and an individual’s activity as a group 

member 
• have an understanding of multiprofessional cooperation in the school community and 

the skills for supervising and guiding a heterogeneous group 
 
 
EDUCATION, SOCIETY AND CHANGE 2 
On completion of this study module, students will 

• understand the trends in social development that affect school 
• understand the school community as a culture defining its own activity  
• work actively and ethically in diverse and changing communities 

 
 
STUDIES IN EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• describe school and education legislation 
• apply the legislation relevant to the teaching position corresponding to their own level 

of education 
• use the Finlex program 

 
 
LEARNING AND GUIDANCE 2 
On completion of this study module, students will 

• be capable of setting goals for the learning of their own subject as well as planning, 
implementing and evaluating their implementation 

• be able to focus and individualise learning and educational goals 
• be able to plan learning units for various lengths of time 
• be able to employ appropriate ways of working, teaching methods and evaluation 

techniques for different learners  
 
 
CONSTRUCTING SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE: INVESTIGATIVE 
TEACHERHOOD 2 
On completion of this study module, students will 

• understand the principles of investigative teacherhood, i.e., teacher as researcher 
• know the most important qualitative and quantitative approaches to educational and 

teaching research 
• be familiar with methods of researching teaching work, learning and its guidance 
• be able to justify the principles and practices underlying their own thinking and 



actions concerning teaching and education 
• understand the role of language in constructing meaning and be able to employ 

pedagogical solutions to support learning, linguistic development and pluralingualism 
in their own subject 

 
 
COMPETENCE AND EXPERTISE: SUPERVISED BASIC TEACHING  
PRACTICE 
On completion of this study module, students will  

• be able to individualise the aims and contents of teaching on the basis of the 
curriculum and nature of the subject 

• be able to plan and implement teaching units consisting of a few lessons and possess 
the basic skills for guiding learning 

• be able to develop their activities on the basis of assessment given and feedback 
discussions  

• be familiar with the principles of learning assessment and apply this knowledge in 
their everyday work 

• be able to make diverse use of various learning environments 
• improve their self-assessment skills and be aware of their responsibility as educators 

 
 
 
COMPETENCE AND EXPERTISE: SUPERVISED ADVANCED 
TEACHING PRACTICE 
On completion of this study module, students will  

• be able to plan, implement and evaluate learning units that combine pedagogical and 
theoretical knowledge related to their own subject 

• be able to guide individual learning 
• be able to set goals for their own and their pupils’ growth and learning 
• be able to evaluate their own and their pupils’ actions in a wide-ranging and versatile 

way 
• understand the diversity of a teacher’s work 
• be capable of developing their pedagogical skills in professional cooperation 
• recognise and critically evaluate established practices in school culture 
• apply research knowledge in developing their own teacherhood 
• be capable of acting as a teacher both independently and in cooperation with others 

 

COMPETENCE AND EXPERTISE: APPLIED SUPERVISED TEACHI NG 
PRACTICE 
On completion of this study module, students will  

• understand the diversity of a teacher’s work 
• be capable of applying their pedagogical skills in professional cooperation in different 

work communities 
• be able to work in accordance with the  professional ethics of a teacher  
• be able to examine their activity as teachers from the viewpoint of the theoretical 

knowledge affecting education and teaching 



• understand the importance of life-long professional growth 
• be able to examine the teacher’s work and school as part of society 

 
  
APPLIED TEACHING PRACTICE FOR MUSIC  (This study module supplements 
the pedagogical subject studies for students studying music at Master’s level) 
On completion of this study module, students will be able to 

• plan and implement music teaching at basic school and senior secondary school level 
• evaluate learning and their own activity as an educator 
• make appropriate and flexible use of music learning materials and teaching aids  
• differentiate their teaching for different groups and learners 

 

 

MASTER’S PROGRAMME IN GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING (120  
credits) 

Basic principles underlying the programme  
 
The goal of the Master’s Programme in Guidance and Counselling (MPGC) is a broad 
research and development oriented professional competence. The MPGC programme is 
intended for students who have completed a Bachelor’s degree and have gained an overall 
grade of at least ’good’ in their subject studies (minimum length 60 credits/35 study weeks), 
specifically in one of the following fields: education, adult education, educational 
psychology, educational sociology or early childhood education. Additionally, applications 
will be accepted from students who, in addition to the above-mentioned Bachelor’s degree, 
have completed at least 60 credits/35 study weeks of basic and subject studies in special 
education and basic studies in education with an overall minimum grade of ’good’. MPGC 
students major in education, with particular emphasis on guidance and counselling. 
 
MPGC studies consist of 60 credits of separate courses of study that provide the professional 
skills needed for work in pupil guidance and study counselling (Government Decree on 
University Degrees 794/2004). They also provide official qualification to work as a full-time 
study counsellor at basic education level and at general upper secondary/vocational level. 
Where study counselling is combined with the teaching of other subjects, eligibility as a 
study counsellor presupposes qualification to teach those subjects. In addition, the MPGC 
provides the skills needed to work in counselling tasks at higher education level as well as 
outside the school context, for example, in various activities associated with adult guidance, 
personnel management and development. 
 
Where students have not demonstrated the level of language skills required by the Decree on 
University Degrees (794/2004) as part of their Bachelor’s degree, they will have to 
demonstrate such skills in their Master’s degree. In accordance with the Decree on University 
Degrees (794/2004), students must demonstrate that, as part of their Bachelor’s or Master’s 
studies or otherwise, they have attained: 1) a level of Finnish and Swedish which, as specified 
in paragraph 6, subsection 1 of the Act on the Knowledge of Languages Required by 
Personnel in Public Bodies (424/2003), is required of state personnel working in a bilingual 
authority and which is necessary with regard to their own field; and 2) a level of skill in at 



least one foreign language which allows them to follow developments in their own field and 
function in an international setting. 
 
Guidance and counselling is social activity that affects the lives of people. For this reason it is 
good for the counsellor to know the processes of social change in order to function for the 
benefit of counsellees. For their own part, social changes create differing guidance and 
counselling needs, which advisory and counselling services strive to meet. At the same time it 
is good for counsellors to learn to adopt an autonomous attitude in their relationship to  
surrounding social practices and their development so that they can act in the best possible 
interests of counsellees. 
 
Here the concept of guidance and counselling is understood as professional activity which is 
context-independent, targeted, planned and process-based. At its core lies the dialogical 
interactional relationship which is constructed between the counsellee and counsellor. The 
dialogical counselling relationship strives to reinforce the counsellee’s ability to understand 
and solve any questions preoccupying him/her and to plan his/her own future. The counsellee 
is understood to be an active expert on his/her own situation. The specific quality of 
interaction in the counselling relationship distinguishes counselling from closely related 
concepts such as ’consulting’ and ’disseminating information’. In accordance with different 
operating environments, a differing emphasis is given to those approaches typical of guidance 
and counselling work, such as guidance, counselling, and dissemination of information.  
 
The framework of the education programme is the student’s individual study plan and this is 
based on the guidance-related skills and competence that each student has acquired during 
his/her own life history. The pedagogical implementation of the education programme is 
largely based on learning through experience, reflectiveness and critical development of 
one’s own guidance and counselling work. Growing into a counsellor during the educational 
programme is a personal process for everyone where new perspectives are provided through 
on-the-job learning periods, by sharing and inquiring together in different learning groups 
and by theories of guidance and counselling. The aim is for everyone to discover a 
comfortable and critically tested basis for their guidance and counselling work and for their  
counsellor identity. 
 
The MPGC focuses on deepening the investigative approach and on studying reflective and 
critical thinking together with research foundations and methods. It is through these research 
skills that we endeavour to achieve a better understanding and developing of guidance and 
counselling practices. Such skills also offer the capacity to generate research data 
independently and pursue scientific postgraduate studies. 
 
The MPGC takes place as proximate and distance learning periods and pursuing the 
programme requires full-time studying and active participation in these periods. Studies can 
be completed in two years. 
 
 
ADVANCED STUDIES IN GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING 
(Advanced studies in education, particularly guidance and counselling) 
 
Advanced studies in education (particularly guidance and counselling), together with 
pedagogical studies, create the basis for practical guidance and counselling competence as 
well as deepening understanding of the theoretical and scientific approaches in the field of 



guidance and counselling. They also offer the opportunity to apply for scientific postgraduate 
studies in the field and thus pursue the work of a researcher. The following is a description of 
the overall structure of the studies included in the MPGC according to thematic blocks and 
study modules. 
 
Practice included in advanced studies in guidance and counselling is integrated into the study 
modules of the first four thematic blocks. The practice requirement ranges between 8 and 12 
study credits according to guidance and counselling work experience. The conventions and 
procedures of practice are described in a separate implementation paper, which is distributed 
at the start of the programme. 
 
1. Constructing counsellorhood (16 cr) 
Identity and autonomy (6 cr) 
Values, view of life and concept of humanity (5 cr) 
The ethics of guidance and counselling (5 cr) 

 
2. Interaction in guidance and counselling (10 cr) 
The guidance and counselling relationship  and process(5 cr) 
Individual and small group guidance and counselling (5 cr) 
 
3. The human life course and counselling (12 cr) 
Resource-oriented guidance and counselling (4 cr) 
Training and career choice as phenomena in guidance and counselling (4 cr) 
Cooperative networks in guidance and counselling (4 cr) 
 
4. Societal awareness and social justice (7 cr) 
Guidance and counselling in a changing society (3 cr) 
Multicultural and individual differences in guidance and counselling (4 cr) 
 
5. Studies in guidance and counselling research (50 cr) 
Research methodology studies (5 cr) 
Special needs methods course (5 cr) 
Thesis seminar I (4 cr) 
Thesis seminar II (6 cr) 
Thesis (30 cr) 
Maturity test (0 cr) 
 
 
PEDAGOGICAL STUDIES (25 cr) 
Pedagogical dimensions of guidance and counselling (5 cr) 
Individual and communal dimensions of learning (5 cr) 
Social structures and schooling (5 cr) 
Civic education as a challenge for pedagogy (4 cr) 
Different interpretations of teacherhood and counsellorhood (5 cr) 
Studies in educational administration (1 cr) 
 
 
SEPARATE STUDY PACKAGE IN GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING (60 cr) 
 
Basic principles underlying the programme 



 
The separate study package in guidance and counselling is founded on a broad research and 
development oriented vision of professional competence which qualifies for work as a study 
counsellor. In addition the programme provides the skills needed for carrying out guidance 
and counselling work in various fields, in higher education and outside the school context, for 
example in working life when dealing with different tasks involved in adult guidance, 
personnel management and development. 
 
Guidance and counselling is social activity that affects the lives of people. For this reason it is 
good for the counsellor to know the processes of social change in order to function for the 
benefit of counsellees. For their own part, social changes create differing guidance and 
counselling needs, which advisory and counselling services strive to meet. At the same time it 
is good for counsellors to learn to adopt an autonomous attitude in their relationship to  
surrounding social practices and their development so that they can act in the best possible 
interests of counsellees. 
 
Here the concept of guidance and counselling is understood as professional activity which is 
context-independent, targeted, planned and process-based. At its core lies the dialogical 
interactional relationship which is constructed between the counsellee and counsellor. The 
dialogical counselling relationship strives to reinforce the counsellee’s ability to understand 
and solve any questions preoccupying him/her and to plan his/her own future. The counsellee 
is understood to be an active expert on his/her own situation. The specific quality of 
interaction in the counselling relationship distinguishes counselling from closely related 
concepts such as ’consulting’ and ’disseminating information’. In accordance with different 
operating environments, a differing emphasis is given to those approaches typical of guidance 
and counselling work, such as guidance, counselling, and dissemination of information.  
 
The framework of the education programme is the student’s individual study plan and this is 
based on the guidance-related skills and competence that each student has acquired during 
his/her own life history. The pedagogical implementation of the education programme is 
largely based on learning through experience, reflectiveness and critical development of 
one’s own guidance and counselling work. Growing into a counsellor during the educational 
programme is a personal process for everyone where new perspectives are provided through 
on-the-job learning periods, by sharing and inquiring together in different learning groups 
and by theories of guidance and counselling. The aim is for everyone to discover a 
comfortable and critically tested basis for their guidance and counselling work and for their  
counsellor identity. 
 
The educational programme leading to qualification as a study counsellor is meant for those 
who have completed a Master’s degree and 60 credits/35 study weeks of teacher’s 
pedagogical studies. Students qualify as study counsellors by completing 60 credits of 
separate studies that provide the professional skills required for pupil guidance and study 
counselling work (Decree on University Degrees 794/2004). The programme gives official 
qualification to work as a full-time pupil counsellor at basic education level and at general 
upper secondary/vocational level. Where study counselling is combined with the teaching of 
other subjects, eligibility as a study counsellor presupposes qualification to teach those 
subjects.  
 
 
The programme consists of the following thematic modules: 



 
1.  Growing into a study counsellor – me as a counsellor (22 cr) 
The development of the study counsellor’s identity 
The philosophical background assumptions of counselling work 
The ethicality of the counsellor 
Study counsellor as researcher (6 cr) 
 
2. Dialogical counselling interaction (12 cr) 
The goal-oriented counselling relationship (6 cr) 
Different forms of counselling (6 cr) 
 
3. Comprehensive life course guidance and counselling (14 cr) 
Strengthening the counsellee’s resources (5 cr) 
Schooling and career choice as a challenge for guidance and counselling (4 cr) 
Guidance and counselling cooperation to support counsellees (5 cr) 
 
4. Promoting societal awareness and social justice (12 cr) 
Guidance and counselling and the challenges of social and working life changes (6 cr) 
Multicultural and individual differences as challenges for the development of guidance and 
counselling (4 cr) 
 
Guidance and counselling practice included in the programme is integrated into the study 
modules of four thematic blocks. The practice requirement ranges between 8 and 12 study 
credits according to guidance and counselling work experience. The conventions and 
procedures of practice are described in a separate implementation paper, which is distributed 
at the start of the programme. 
 
 


